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^magazine. Consult also the publications of
'the U. S. Geological Survey, especially Min-
eral Resources of the United States and of
the Bureau of Mines; H. C. Hoover's Prin-
ciples of Mining, Mining Year Book, 1935,
1936; Engineering and Mining Journal, Jan.

I937-

Mining Law, the body of rules regulating
mineral rights. All laws relating to the own-
ership and operation of mining properties
are regulated by statutes passed by Congress
in any of its duly authorized sessions. Re-
garding the status of mining claims, Ameri-
can courts have usually held them to be real

the following ranks: ambassadors and papal
legates, envoys and ministers accredited to
sovereigns, ministers resident, and charges
d'affaires accredited to ministers for foreign
affairs. A government may send to a foreign
court a minister of any rank it pleases, but
as a rub accredits one of the same rank as
the representative accredited by that coun-
try. Christian preachers and priests are also
called ministers.

Minium, or Red Lead (PbaOi), a scarlet
crystalline substance produced by the oxida-
tion of massicot. It is chiefly used as a pig-
ment.
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estate1, subject to the peculiar incidents re-
garding the conveying of lands of this char-
acter. It is a frequent practice to convey
mining or mineral rights without including
the fee to the land. The vendee or lessee
only secures property rights in the minerals
specified in the instrument, the right to
go upon the land and open mines at proper
places, and a right of way to transport the
ore across the land to a convenient highway.
Water rights and the privilege of cutting
timber which may be necessary in work-
ing the mine are sometimes included.

Minister, one who has the chief direction
of any department in a state. As a rule,
ministers are placed in charge of the depart-
ments of foreign affairs, war, navy, finance,
commerce, agriculture, justice, education,
etc., but they may be ministers without port-
folios. They are appointed directly by the
chief executive or as in England, by the prime
minister, who is chosen by the sovereign. 'In
most countries the ministry is identical with
the cabinet. In the diplomatic service, min-
isters are delegates or representatives of a
government at a foreign court, and include

Mrak, the name of several carnivores of
the family of Mustelidse, in the same genus as
weasel, polecat, ferret, and ermine, and with
essentially similar characteristics. The fur
is dense and close, and is usually of a dark

Mink.
brown color. The mink is an aquatic ani-
mal. It is readily tamed when taken young,
and is occasionally bred in captivity in Am-
erica in some numbers for the sake of its
valuable fur. In Eastern Asia occurs tha
Siberian mink (M. Siberica), -which is mort
nearly related to the polecat.
Minneapolis, city of Minnesota, counts